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ORDINANCE NO. 1584 
 

ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA 
 

CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE AND RESTRICT THE ERECTION, RECONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION, LOCATION AND 
USE OF BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, LAND AND WATER, FOR TRADE, INDUSTRY, RESIDENCE, OR OTHER PURPOSES; 

TO REGULATE AND RESTRICT THE SIZE OF BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES HEREAFTER ERECTED OR 
ALTERED, THE SIZE AND DIMENSIONS OF YARDS, COURTS AND OTHER OPEN SPACES SURROUNDING BUILDINGS; 
TO REGULATE AND RESTRICT BUILDING LINES AND THE PERCENTAGE OF LOT THAT MAY BE OCCUPIED, AND THE 
DENSITY OF POPULATION, AND FOR SAID PURPOSES TO DIVIDE THE CITY OF GULF SHORES INTO DISTRICTS OF 
SUCH NUMBER, SHAPE AND AREA AS MAY BE DEEMED BEST SUITED TO CARRY OUT THESE REGULATIONS, AND 
FOR EACH SUCH DISTRICT TO IMPOSE REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS DESIGNATING THE KINDS OR CLASSES 

OF TRADES, INDUSTRIES, RESIDENCES OR OTHER PURPOSES FOR WHICH BUILDINGS OR OTHER STRUCTURES OR 
PREMISES MAY BE PERMITTED TO BE ERECTED, ALTERED OR USED; TO PROVIDE A METHOD FOR AMENDMENT, 
SUPPLEMENT, CHANGE, MODIFICATION AND REPEAL OF REGULATIONS, RESTRICTIONS AND BOUNDARIES; TO 

PROVIDE A METHOD OF ADMINISTRATION; TO PROVIDE A BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT AND PRESCRIBE ITS 
POWERS AND DUTIES, AND TO PRESCRIBE PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
ORDINANCE AND ALSO PROVIDE FOR ITS ENFORCEMENT AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT. 

____________________________________________________________ 
  
  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 
WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION AT THE GULF SHORES CITY HALL ON DECEMBER 14, 2009, AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Funding for this project provided by the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, State Lands Division, 
Coastal Section, in part, by a grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management, Award # NA04NOS4191091. 
 
 





 

 

 1-1 Article 1: General Provisions 

ARTICLE 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS  

§1-1. Authority and Enactment Clause.  

The City Council of the City of Gulf Shores, Alabama, 
hereinafter referred to as ñthe Councilò, in pursuance 
of the authority granted by Title 11, Chapter 52, Article 
4, Sections 70-84 inclusive, Code of Alabama, 1975, 
hereby ordains and enacts into law the following 
sections.    

§1-2. Short Title.  

This Ordinance shall be known as and may be cited 
as ñThe Zoning Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores, 
Alabama.ò 

§1-3. Purpose.  

The zoning regulations and districts as herein set forth 
are made in accordance with a comprehensive plan 
for the purposes of guiding development to meet 
existing and future needs and to protect, promote and 
improve the public health, safety, convenience, order, 
prosperity, and general welfare of the residents. 
These regulations are designed to lessen congestion 
in the streets; to secure safety from fire, panic and 
other dangers; to promote health and the general 
welfare; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent 
the overcrowding of land, to avoid undue 
concentration of population; to facilitate the adequate 
provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, 
parks and other public requirements. These 
regulations are made with reasonable consideration, 
among other things, of the character of each district 
and its peculiar suitability for particular uses, and with 
a view to promoting desirable living conditions and the 
sustained stability of neighborhoods, protecting 
property against blight and depreciation, securing 
economy in governmental expenditures, and 
conserving the value of land, Buildings and Structures.  

§1-4. Scope.  

No Building, Structure, or land shall hereafter be used, 
occupied, and no Building, Structure or part thereof 
shall hereafter be erected, constructed, reconstructed, 
moved or structurally altered unless in conformity with 
all the regulations of this Ordinance for the district in 
which it is located, except as otherwise provided 
herein. 

§1-5. Interpretation.  

In interpreting and applying the provisions of this 
Ordinance, they shall be held to be the minimum 
requirements for the protection, promotion and 
improvement of the public health, safety, comfort, 
order, appearance, convenience, morals and general 
welfare of the community. It is not intended by this 
Ordinance to interfere with or abrogate or annul any 

easements, covenants or other agreements between 
parties; provided, however, where this Ordinance 
imposes a greater restriction upon the use of Buildings 
or Premises or upon the height of Buildings, or 
requires larger Open Spaces than are imposed or 
required by other Ordinances, rules, regulations or by 
easements, covenants or agreements, the provisions 
of this Ordinance shall control. If because of error or 
omission in the zoning map any property in the City is 
not shown as being in a zoning district, the 
classification of such property shall be R-1-1 unless 
changed by amendment to the zoning map or by 
subsequent Zoning Ordinances. 

§1-6. Validity.  

In the event any court of competent jurisdiction should 
hold that any Article, Section, Subsection, Paragraph 
or Item, clause or provision of this Ordinance is 
invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the 
Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, other than 
the part so declared to be invalid. 

§1-7. Re-enactment and Repeal of Previous Zoning 
Ordinance.  

This Ordinance amends and in part carries forward by 
re-enactment some of the provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores, adopted on 
February 18, 1963, as amended, and it is not the 
intention to repeal but rather to re-enact and continue 
in force such existing provisions so that all rights and 
liabilities that have accrued hereunder are preserved 
and may be enforced. All provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores adopted on 
February 18, 1963, as amended, which are not re-
enacted herein are hereby repealed. All suits at law or 
in equity and/or all prosecutions resulting from the 
violation of any zoning resolution heretofore in effect, 
which are not pending in any of the courts of this State 
or of the United States, shall not be abated or 
abandoned by reason of the adoption of this 
Ordinance but shall be prosecuted to their finality the 
same as if this Ordinance had not been adopted; any 
and all violations of the existing Zoning Ordinance, 
prosecutions for which have not yet been instituted, 
may be hereafter filed and prosecuted; and nothing in 
this Ordinance shall be so construed as to abandon, 
abate, or dismiss any litigation or prosecution now 
pending, and/or which may heretofore have been 
instituted or prosecuted.  

§1-8. Effect Upon Outstanding Building Permits.  

Nothing herein contained shall require any change in 
the plans, size, construction or designated use of any 
Building, Structure or part thereof for which a Building 
Permit had been granted by the City before the time of 
passage of this Ordinance; provided, that where 
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construction is not begun under such outstanding 
permit within a period of sixty (60) days subsequent to 
passage of this Ordinance or where it has not been 
prosecuted to completion within eighteen (18) months 
subsequent to passage of this Ordinance, any further 
construction or use shall be in conformance with the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

 

  
  
 



 

 

 2-1  Article 2: Using this Ordinance 

  

ARTICLE 2: USING THIS ORDINANCE 

§2-1. Organization.  

This Ordinance is organized as follows: 

A. For purposes of organization, this Zoning Ordinance, is 
divided into twenty-two (22) Articles. The Article 
designation number represents the first digit (or two as 
the case may be) of that series of numbers used to 
identify the respective regulations of the Ordinance; e.g., 
in the reference number §6-4A1, the digit ñ6ò represents 
the Article. 

B. Each Article within the Zoning Ordinance is subdivided 
into several major headings known as Sections, which 
are represented by the second digit; e.g., in the 
reference number §6-4A1, the digit ñ4ò represents the 
Section. 

C. Each Section within the Zoning Ordinance is subdivided 
into Subsections, which are represented by the upper-
case letter following the Section designation number; 
e.g., in the reference number §6-4A1 the letter ñAò 
represents the Subsection. 

D. Each Subsection within the Zoning Ordinance may be 
subdivided into Paragraphs, which are represented by 
the digit following the Subsection designation; e.g., in 
the reference number §6-4A1 the digit ñ1ò represents the 
Paragraph. 

E. Each Paragraph may be subdivided into Items, which 
are represented by the lower-case letter following the 
Paragraph designation; which may then be further 
subdivided as (1), (2), (3)... (a), (b), (c)éand (i), (ii), 
(iii)é 

§2-2. Internal Referencing. 

All references to Articles, Sections, Subsections, 
Paragraphs and Items within this Ordinance shall refer 
to Articles, Sections, Subsections, Paragraphs and 
Items in this Ordinance unless otherwise specified. 
When an Article, Section or other subdivision is 
referenced within a provision or requirement of this 
Ordinance, unless otherwise specified, all subdivisions 
within such reference shall be assumed to be 
applicable. 

§2-3. Page Numbering.  

Each Article contains its own separate page 
numbering system. The page numbers are prefixed by 
the respective Article number. As an example, page 
10 of Article 8 is designated page 8-10. 
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 3-1 Article 3: Administration 

ARTICLE 3: ADMINISTRATION 

§3-1. General Procedure.  

A. General Sequence of Steps. All persons desiring to 
undertake Excavation, new construction, Structural 
Alteration, or changes in the use of a Building or Lot 
shall apply to the Building Official for a Building Permit 
by filling out the appropriate application form and by 
submitting the required fee. Where no Excavation, new 
construction, or Structural Alteration is to occur, but 
where a new use or new occupancy is to occur on an 
existing Premises, a Certificate of Occupancy shall be 
required. The Zoning Official will then either issue or 
refuse the Building Permit or Certificate as appropriate 
or refer the application to the Council or BZA. After the 
Building Permit has been issued to the applicant, the 
applicant may proceed to undertake the action permitted 
in the Building Permit. If the Building Official finds that 
the action of the applicant has been taken in accordance 
with the Building Permit, or where no construction is 
proposed and the desired occupancy conforms with this 
Ordinance, a Certificate of Occupancy shall then be 
issued allowing the Premises to be occupied. 

B. Other Reviews or Permits Required. Certain 
development requests may also require Conditional Use 
Permits (CUP), Site Plan Review, Variances, and/or 
Land Disturbing Activity Permits. Procedures for 
Variances by the BZA are described in Article 17. All 
other permits and review procedures are described in 
this Article. 

C. Zoning Official. The Director is hereby designated to be 
the Zoning Official. It shall be the duty of the Zoning 
Official to enforce and administer the provisions of this 
Ordinance and to interpret the meaning of the 
Ordinance in the course of enforcement. He may 
delegate the responsibility for the enforcement and 
administration of this Ordinance to members of his staff. 

§3-2. Building Permit and Land Disturbing Activity Permit 
Required.  

No Building or Structure shall be erected and no 
existing Building shall be moved, altered, added to, or 
enlarged until a Building Permit therefore has been 
issued by the Building Official. No Excavation, 
grading, or similar land disturbing activity shall occur 
until a Land Disturbance Permit has been issued by 
the Public Works Department. 

A. Building Permit Types. Under the terms of this 
Ordinance, the following classes of Building Permits 
may be issued: 

1. Permitted Use: A Building Permit for a permitted use, 
including permitted uses subject to Article 11 Specific 
Use Regulations, may be issued by the Building 
Official only upon confirmation from the Zoning Official 

that the proposal is in conformance with the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

2. Conditional Use/Site Plan Review: A Building Permit 
for a Conditional Use or for a use subject to Site Plan 
Review may be issued by the Building Official only 
upon approval of the Conditional Use or Site Plan in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of this 
Article. 

3. Building Permit After an Appeal or a Request for a 
Variance: A Building Permit may be issued by the 
Building Official only upon the order of the BZA in 
accord with §17-4 and §17-6, respectively. 

B. Submission Requirements. Applications shall be 
accompanied by drawings in accord with the Application 
Requirements provided by the CDD.  

C. Land Disturbing Activity Permit. A Land Disturbing 
Activity Permit may be issued by the Public Works 
Department only upon confirmation by the Zoning 
Official that the proposal is in conformance with the 
Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations. 
Applications shall be accompanied by drawings in 
accord with the Application Requirements provided by 
the CDD. 

D. Expiration. Building and Land Disturbance Permits shall 
expire by limitation and become null and void if the work 
authorized by such permit is not commenced within 180 
days from the date of such permit, or if the work 
authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned 
for a period of 180 days at any time after the work is 
commenced. An unexpired permit may be extended, 
upon approval by the Building Official, for a period of no 
more than 180 days. A permit shall not be extended 
more than once. 

§3-3. Site Plan Review.  

A. Purpose. The economy of Gulf Shores is dependent 
upon its continued appeal as a Beach resort community 
and its ability to attract tourists and other visitors. The 
community is located in a fragile coastal environment, 
which is highly sensitive to development pressures. 
Therefore, to ensure that the development of certain 
uses are properly guided, Site Plan Review shall take 
into account the following objectives:  

1. Future development must be harmonious with the 
beach resort character of the community; 

2. Future development must not adversely affect the 
City's physical infrastructure; 

3. Future development must be compatible with the 
natural environment; and,  

4. Future development must not be otherwise harmful to 
the health, safety, morals and general welfare of 
residents and visitors. 
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B. Site Plan Review Required. Site Plan Review will be 
required according to the following schedule.  

1. All uses requiring a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
shall receive Site Plan Review and approval 
concurrently with the processing of a CUP through the 
Commission and Council.  

2. All Multiple-family Dwellings shall receive Site Plan 
Review and approval through the Commission.  

3. For business and industrial related uses, Site Plan 
Review and approval through the Commission shall 
be required for all commercial Structures which have 
a GFA in excess of 2,500 sf and industrial Structures 
having a GFA in excess of 10,000 sf.  

4. For business and industrial related uses containing a 
GFA which is less than the minimums stated 
immediately above, an administrative Site Plan 
Review and approval through the CDD shall be 
required. The final decision of the CDD in performing 
this review shall rest with the Zoning Official. An 
applicant may choose at any time, via written request, 
to waive the CDD review process in favor of review 
and approval through the Commission.  

C. Submission Procedure. 

1. Prior Compliances and Approvals. An application for a 
Site Plan Review shall be made to the CDD prior to 
an application for a Building Permit.  

a. Except as otherwise required by law or 
administrative procedures, all required county, 
regional, state or federal agency approvals shall 
be obtained prior to the submission of an 
application for Site Plan Review. At his 
discretion, the Zoning Official may waive this 
requirement in whole or in part to allow the 
processing of permit applications at various 
other levels of government to proceed 
coincidentally with Site Plan Review. This 
permission must be obtained in writing from the 
Zoning Official and shall not prejudice the City's 
decisions in any way with regard to the 
standards of acceptance of the Site Plan 
Review.  

2. Staff Review. Upon receipt of a Site Plan application, 
the Zoning Official shall have ten (10) working days to 
determine the appropriateness and completeness of 
the information presented in the submission and 
accept or reject the application. This decision shall not 
be taken as approval or disapproval of the Site Plan 
itself. Within thirty (30) working days after receipt of a 
Site Plan Review application, the Zoning Official shall 
refer said application, together with all supporting 
documentation and staff recommendations, to the 
Commission for its review and recommendations. 

3. Consultants Review. The City may, if in its opinion it is 
necessary, retain consultants to assist in the review of 
an application for Site Plan Review. The cost of 
retaining said consultants shall be borne by the 
applicant. 

4. Planning Commission Review.  

a. Upon receipt of said application, the 
Commission shall within sixty (60) working days 
of the original acceptance date by the City 
review said Site Plan and: 1) approve it as 
submitted, 2) approve it subject to conditions, or 
3) disapprove it. The applicant may appeal the 
decision of the Commission to the Council in 
accord with §3-3G. 

5. Revision. The applicant may elect to revise his Site 
Plan submission at any time in the review process. He 
shall submit a letter of intent to revise to the Zoning 
Official who, upon receipt of the letter, will halt the 
normal review processing. Within fifteen (15) days 
after receiving revised documents, the Zoning Official 
will review the revisions and forward his comments 
and recommendations to the reviewing authority. 
Each of the reviewing bodies shall have thirty (30) 
working days to act on the revised Site Plan and the 
entire review process shall be similarly extended in 
time. 

6. Building Permit and Expiration of Site Plan.  

a. Upon Site Plan approval, the Building Official 
may, upon application, issue a Building Permit 
for a portion or all of the proposed development 
after he finds that the application is in 
compliance with all applicable City, County, 
State, and Federal requirements. 

b. If within twelve (12) months of the date of 
approval of an application for Site Plan Review 
a Building Permit has not been obtained, the 
approved Site Plan becomes null and void. Site 
Plan shall also become null and void upon 
expiration of the Building Permit. 

c. Prior to the prescribed expiration date, if no 
changes have been requested regarding the 
approved Site Plan and no changes have 
occurred to the Zoning Ordinance or Map, which 
would make the approved Site Plan 
nonconforming in any way, an extension of no 
more than six (6) months may be approved by 
the Zoning Official. 

d. Reauthorization Clause. Within 30 days 
following the prescribed expiration date, the 
applicant may request in writing the 
reauthorization of a previously approved Site 
Plan. The applicant must attest that no changes 
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will be made from the approved Site Plan 
application. The request shall be subject to the 
payment of the required Site Plan fee.  

e. Where any changes have occurred regarding 
the approved Site Plan or to the Zoning 
Ordinance or Map, which would make the 
approved Site Plan nonconforming, the 
previously approved Site Plan shall expire and a 
new Site Plan shall be submitted in accord with 
the provisions of this Section together with the 
required fee.  

7. Changes After Approval. 

a. Minor changes to an approved Site Plan may be 
authorized by the Zoning Official to overcome 
unanticipated hardships or conditions provided 
that such minor changes:  

(1) are not inconsistent with provisions of this 
Ordinance;  

(2) are not inconsistent with the design concept 
of the approved Site Plan;  

(3) do not add additional Stories in height;  

(4) do not add additional Dwelling Units. 

b. Other changes or amendments to an approved 
Site Plan shall be submitted to the reviewing 
authority for approval.  

D. Public Hearing. A public hearing is not required during 
the Site Plan Review process.  

E. Findings. The granting or denial of approval by written 
Resolution of the reviewing authority shall include not 
only conclusions but also finding of fact related to the 
specific proposal and shall set forth the reasons for the 
grant, with or without changes and/or special conditions 
or for disapproval, and said Resolution shall set forth 
with particularity in what respects the plan would or 
would not be in the public interest including but not 
limited to findings of fact and conclusions on the 
following:  

1. In what respects the plan is or is not consistent with 
the Comprehensive Plan and the purpose and intent 
of the applicable district.  

2. In what respects the plan is or is not in conformance 
with all applicable regulations of the applicable district.  

3. In what respects the plan is or is not in conformance 
with the City's Subdivision Regulations and all other 
applicable City requirements including design, 
adequacy and construction of streets, drainage, 
utilities and other Essential Services or facilities.  

4. In what respects the plan is or is not consistent with 
good design standards in respect to all external 
relationships, including but not limited to: 

a. Relationship to Adjacent properties; 

b. Internal circulation, both vehicular and 
pedestrian; 

c. Design of access and egress and impact on 
Adjacent Thoroughfares; 

d. Disposition and use of Open Space, provision of 
Screening and/or Buffering, and preservation of 
existing natural features including trees, 
Wetlands, and Dunes; 

e. Size and apparent Bulk of Structures; 

f. Building arrangements both between Buildings 
in the proposed development and those on 
Abutting sites. 

5. In what respects the plan is or is not in conformance 
with City policy in respect to sufficiency of ownership, 
guarantees for completion of all required 
Improvements and, if private, the guarantees for 
continued maintenance. 

F. Submission Requirements. Applications shall be 
accompanied by narratives, drawings, and other 
information as required by the CDD. The Zoning Official 
may waive submission requirements if, in his opinion, 
the requirements are not essential to a proper decision 
on the project or the Zoning Official may establish 
additional requirements for Site Plans to clarify the 
nature of proposed development. 

G. Appeals to the City Council. Applicants shall have no 
more than fifteen (15) working days in which to file an 
appeal to the Council regarding the decision of the 
Commission on a Site Plan application. The appeal shall 
be submitted in writing to the CDD and shall state the 
reasons for the appeal and the relief sought from the 
Commissionôs decision.  A simple majority of vote of the 
Council members present, establishing a quorum for the 
meeting, is required to approve or deny an appeal or 
relief from the Commissionôs decision.  

§3-4. Conditional Use Permit (CUP).  

Conditional Uses shall only be permitted if issued a 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in accordance with the 
following procedures. 

A. Application. The applicant shall complete an application 
as required in §3-3 for Site Plan Review. Only 
applications for uses specifically listed as subject to 
approval of a CUP shall be considered. The applicant 
shall provide a narrative describing the need for the 
intended Conditional Use and how the subject proposal 
is a positive improvement for the City and its residents. 
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B. Review of the Application, Submission Requirements. 

1. The application shall be processed as required for 
Site Plan Review in §3-3. 

2. Applications shall be accompanied by narratives, 
drawings, and other information as required by the 
CDD.  

3. Public Notice. See §3-7 Public Hearings and Notice.  

C. Standards for Approval. The Commission shall review 
the application with respect to each of the following 
factors and either recommend approval, approval with 
conditions, or denial of the application to the Council:  

1. Whether or not the proposed site development plan is 
in accordance with applicable requirements of this 
Ordinance, including that the proposed use is 
designated as a Conditional Use within the Applicable 
District 

2. Whether or not the development plan has received all 
required state and federal approvals and permits 

3. Whether or not the proposed site development plan is 
compatible with the goals and stated plans of the City 
and other governmental agencies for the area, as 
applicable 

4. Whether or not the proposed use provides economic 
benefits and enhances the economic vitality of the 
surrounding area 

5. Whether or not the proposed use, if granted, would 
burden the infrastructure and street system of the City 

6. Whether or not the proposed use would diminish 
environmental quality of natural resources 

7. Whether or not the proposed use and Site Plan would 
be compatible with surrounding uses and Buildings by 
virtue of its Massing, height, relationship to the street, 
and architectural character  

8. Whether the use would cause any injury to the value 
of other property in the vicinity 

9. Whether the use is so designed, located and 
proposed to be operated that the public health, safety, 
welfare and convenience will be protected from any 
noise, vibration, odor, Glare, traffic, or other impact 
that may be caused by the use 

10. Whether or not the proposed Building would meet the 
architectural standards of the City and design 
guidelines, as applicable 

11. Adequacy of Landscaping and Screening provided to 
protect neighboring properties from any visual 
intrusions, activities or Structures that would detract 
from the enjoyment of neighboring property 

12. Adequacy of parking and Loading arrangement, 
including whether ingress and egress is so designed 
as to cause minimum interference with traffic on 
Abutting streets, and that heavy traffic is not 
introduced on residential streets 

13. Public amenities provided on the site 

14. Other factors determined to be relevant by the 
Commission 

In granting any CUP, the City may prescribe 
appropriate conditions and safeguards. Violations 
of such conditions and safeguards, when made a 
part of the terms of the Conditional Use Permit, 
shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance. 

D. City Council Review. The Council shall consider the 
recommendation of the Zoning Official and the 
Commission, review the standards for approval or 
disapproval of the application, and shall take action on 
the application. The Council may approve the 
application, approve with conditions, or deny the 
application. 

E. Limitation on Re-Submission. If an application for a CUP 
is denied, it shall not be reconsidered in the same form 
for a period of twelve (12) months from the date of the 
public hearing at which it was denied. An applicant may 
petition the Zoning Official for reconsideration of an 
application in less than twelve (12) months if the 
application is substantially changed and has eliminated 
issues related to the previous denial. This decision is at 
the sole discretion of the Zoning Official. 

F. Expiration. A CUP shall expire and become null and 
void if not acted upon within twelve (12) months from the 
date of issuance. The permit shall be deemed to have 
been ñacted uponò when a completed application for a 
Building Permit (or Certificate of Occupancy where 
applicable) has been received by the Building 
Department in conjunction with the CUP. If said Building 
Permit expires (see §3-2D Expiration) at any time after 
the twelve (12) month period, the CUP shall be voided. 
A CUP shall also be deemed expired when the use for 
which the CUP was issued becomes inactive for a 
continuous period of twelve (12) months. See Building 
Permit and Expiration of Site Plan, §3-3C6. 

§3-5. Certificate of Occupancy.  

Except as provided in Subsection A below, no Building 
or Structure hereafter erected, converted, or 
structurally altered shall be used, occupied, or 
changed in use and no associated land may be used 
until and unless the Building Official shall have issued 
a Certificate of Occupancy upon completion of all 
construction and required site work. 

A. Upon written request of an owner or proposed occupant, 
and payment of a non-refundable processing fee of 
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$100.00 or such other fee amount as may be fixed by 
resolution of the City Council from time to time, the 
Building Official with the prior approval of the Zoning 
Official may issue a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy 
for a Building or Structure on which construction or site 
work is still ongoing but is substantially completed to 
allow use or occupancy of the affected Building or 
Structure and site pending completion of all construction 
and required site work. Such Temporary Certificate of 
Occupancy, if issued, shall be valid only for the period of 
time specified in the Certificate but in no event for a 
period exceeding thirty (30) days for a detached 
residence and forty-five (45) days for any other 
Buildings or Structures. In addition to such other 
necessary or appropriate terms and conditions as may 
be imposed in such certificate by the Building Official 
and Zoning Official in their good faith discretion, each 
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued and 
conditioned on the written agreement of the owner or 
proposed occupant to the payment to the City of a fee 
as prescribed below, and all costs and expenses of 
collection in connection with such fee, for each day of 
use or occupancy of the Building, Structure, or site, if 
any, elapsing after expiration of the Temporary 
Certificate of Occupancy and before the issuance of a 
final Certificate of Occupancy.  

1. For each Single Family detached residence - $50.00 
per day 

2. For all other Buildings or Structures   - $100.00 per 
day  

B. Unless waived by resolution of the City Council, the 
owner or proposed occupant shall deposit with the City 
at the time of issuance of the Temporary Certificate of 
Occupancy an additional amount in cash or other 
collected funds computed by multiplying the number of 
days for which the certificate will be valid by the 
appropriate daily fee rate specified above. Such deposit 
shall be applied by the City against any fee owing as a 
result of failure to secure a final Certificate of 
Occupancy or to discontinue all use and occupancy of 
the Building or Structure and associated site prior to the 
expiration of the Temporary Certificate of Occupancy. 
Any amounts not so applied shall be refunded at the 
time of issuance of a final Certificate of Occupancy. 

C. The fee provided for under this Subsection A is an 
administrative charge and not a penalty in lieu of the 
criminal penalties otherwise provided for violation of this 
Ordinance under §3-9 Enforcement. Each day of use or 
occupancy of a Building, Structure, or site after 
expiration of a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy and 
before issuance of a final Certificate of Occupancy shall 
be subject both to the assessment of the administrative 
fees provided in this Subsection A and to the criminal 
penalties provided under §3-9 Enforcement. 

§3-6. Zoning Amendments. 

A. Procedure for Initiation. The Council may from time to 
time amend, supplement or repeal the provisions of this 
Ordinance or rezone land upon initiation in one of the 
following ways: a) on its own motion, b) on petition from 
property owner(s), or c) on recommendation of the 
Commission.  

Regardless of the source of the proposed change, 
the Commission must first prepare a preliminary 
report, hold a public hearing thereon, and submit a 
final report to the Council. 

B. Conditional Rezoning. Upon securing agreement with 
the applicable property owner and as a pre-condition to 
rezoning, the Council reserves the right to limit the uses 
permissible on a property being requested to be 
rezoned to that use(s) proposed in the rezoning 
application and any similar uses which the Council 
determines appropriate in accord with the 
Comprehensive Plan and other limitations as needed to 
protect the health, safety and welfare of the subject 
area. The conditions agreed to by the petitioning 
landowner(s) are then legally binding on both the 
landowner(s) and City, providing stability for the 
landownersô investment interests. 

C. Additional Procedural Requirements for the Beach Area, 
Walking Area, and Lagoon Pass Overlay District. 
Petitions from property owners inside the Beach Area 
Overlay District, the Walking Area Overlay District, and 
the Lagoon Pass Overlay District shall be subject to the 
following additional requirements: 

1. A Traffic Impact Study is required for rezoning 
applications concerning developments with more than 
200 PM peak hour trips according to the most recent 
edition of the ITE Trip Generation Handbook. The 
scope and analysis of the Traffic Impact Study shall 
follow the procedures of the American Planning 
Association Planning Advisory Service Report 
Number 387, Traffic Impact Analysis and other 
requirements of the Department of Public Works. 

2. The rezoning petition shall demonstrate compliance of 
the site, if rezoned, with applicable requirements of 
Article 16, and shall be evaluated by the staff, 
Commission and Council as required in this Section. 
In addition, the consideration of the rezoning petition 
by the Council shall specifically evaluate the following 
additional factors: 

a. Satisfactory relationship and access of the site 
to the beach;  

b. Provision of public access to the beach;  

c. Environmental suitability of the proposed site 
development;  
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d. Capacity and availability of infrastructure serving 
the site (water, sewer, solid waste, and 
transportation);  

e. Travel demand management techniques 
proposed;  

f. Adequacy of parking and use of parking 
management techniques;  

g. Public amenities provided on the site;  

h. Proximity to other uses of similar height and 
Density;  

i. Land use transition to nearby lower-Density 
uses;  

j. Consistency of the planned Building and site 
Improvements with the Envision Gulf Shores 
Master Plan and related design guidelines; and  

k. The degree to which the rezoning would be 
necessary for economically feasible 
redevelopment of existing obsolete, damaged, 
or nonconforming Structures to make them in 
conformity with the current development 
standards and construction codes. 

D. Public Notice. See §3-8 Public Hearings and Notice. 

§3-7. Public Hearings and Notice. 

A. Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Adjustment 
(BZA). Before enacting any amendment to this 
Ordinance or Variance, a public hearing thereon shall be 
held by the Commission or BZA, after proper legal 
notice published in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the City, at least fifteen (15) days prior to the said public 
hearing. 

B. Mailed Notice. At least fifteen (15) days prior to the 
public hearing to be held by the Commission, BZA, or 
Council notice shall be sent to owners of record of 
property lying within 750 feet of the property on which 
the change in zoning is requested. When the subject 
property is located on the north side of the Intracoastal 
Waterway, notice shall be sent to property owners 
located directly across from the subject site along the 
south bank of the Intracoastal Waterway for a distance 
equal to the subject site. Such notice shall be provided 
via Certified U.S. Mail to owner of record as his name 
and address appears on the last approved tax roll of 
Baldwin County. 

C. Posted Notice. Property on which the change is 
requested shall be posted with a notice at least fifteen 
(15) days before the Commission or BZA hearing, or 
seven (7) days before the Council hearing. The posted 
notice shall set forth the property's present zoning, 
proposed zoning, the date, time and place of public 

hearing and shall remain in place until final 
determination by the Council or BZA, as applicable. 

D. City Council. Within a reasonable time after receipt of 
the final report of the Commission, the Council shall take 
action on the proposed zoning amendment. Prior to 
enactment of any amendment, the Council shall cause 
the proposed amendment to be published and hold a 
public hearing thereon. 

§3-8. Procedure for Zoning Newly Annexed Land. 

A. Land newly-annexed into the City (except that property 
described in Subsections B and C below) shall be 
immediately placed into the R-1-4 District. Any change 
in this district classification shall be made as an 
amendment to this Ordinance in the manner set forth in 
§3-6 Zoning Amendments. 

B. Those newly-annexed lands that previously existed in a 
Baldwin County Zoning District 30 shall immediately and 
automatically be rezoned upon annexation from the 
Baldwin County Zoning classification to a comparable 
City zoning classification as listed in Table 3-9.  

C. Those newly-annexed lands that previously existed in 
Baldwin County Zoning District 25 shall immediately and 
automatically be rezoned upon annexation from the 
Baldwin County Zoning classification to a comparable 
city zoning classification as listed in Table 3-9 and shall 
be within the Fort Morgan Peninsula Overlay District 
(see §10-8):  

D. Any development, including subdivisions and PUDs 
approved prior to annexation by the County or City and 
having prescribed area and dimensional regulations 
approved therewith, shall be honored by the City for the 
purpose of issuing Building Permits. 

E. The provisions of Subsection C shall be retroactive to 
April 7, 1993.   

§3-9. Enforcement. 

A.  Enforcement Officer. Upon good cause and upon 
presentation of proper credentials, the Zoning Official or 
his authorized agent may enter at any reasonable time 
any Building, Structure, or Premises for the purpose of 
determining whether this Ordinance is being violated. 
When a violation of this Ordinance is found, the Zoning 
Official, or the City, or the City in his behalf, is 
authorized and directed to institute any appropriate 
action to put an end to such violation including without 
limitation, direct abatement, citation, or civil action to 
enjoin the violation. 

B. Fines. For any and every violation of the provisions of 
this Ordinance and for each and every day that such 
violation continues, said violation(s) shall be punishable 
as a misdemeanor by a fine not to exceed Five Hundred 
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Dollars ( $500), or by imprisonment for not more than 
ten (10) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

C. Responsibility. Persons charged with such violation(s) 
may include: 

1. The owner, agent, lessee, tenant, contractor, or any 
other person using the land, Building or Premises 
where such violation has been committed or shall 
exist. 

2. Any person who knowingly commits, takes part or 
assists in such violation. 

3. Any person who maintains any land, Building or 
Premises in which such violation shall exist. 

D. Written Notice. Prior to any criminal prosecution, the 
Zoning Official shall give a written notice or citation to 
the person, firm, corporation, or organization violating 
any provision of this Ordinance stating the rule or 
regulation being violated and notifying the said person, 
firm, corporation, or organization to cease and desist 
such violation immediately. Otherwise, such person, 
firm, corporation, or organization will be prosecuted as 
provided herein. 

 

 

 

Table 3-9: Comparable Zoning for Land Annexed from 
Baldwin County 

County Zoning 
ð District 30 

City 
Zoning 

County Zoning 
ð District 25 

City 
Zoning 

RA, ER AG RA, ER AG 

RR, R1(a), 
R1(b) 

R-1-1 
RR, R1(a), 

R1(b) 
R-1-2 FM 

R2(a) R-1-2 R2(a) R-1-2 FM 

R2(b) R-1-3 R2(b) R-1-3 FM 

R3 R-1-4 R3 R-1-4 FM 

R4 R-2 R4 R-2 FM 

R6 R-3 R6 BT-1 FM 

MHP R-5 MHP R-5 

B1 BN B1 BN FM 

B2 BG B2 BG-1 FM 

B3 BG B3 BG-2 FM 

MR, TR BT-1 B4, MR, TR BT-1 FM 

OR OS OR OS 

M1, M2 IND M1, M2 IND 
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 4-1 Article 4: Definitions 

ARTICLE 4: DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Ordinance, certain terms and words 
are hereby defined. The meaning of terms not defined in this 
Article shall be as defined in The New Illustrated Book of 
Development Definitions, (Moskowitz and Lindbloom, 1993, 
Center for Urban Policy Research, Rutgers University). All 
remaining words used are intended to have the commonly 
accepted definitions contained in the Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary. Words used in the present tense shall include the 
future; the singular number shall include the plural; and the 
plural the singular; the word "Structure" shall include the 
word "Building", the word "Lot" shall include the words "plot" 
and "tract" and the word "shall" is mandatory and directory; 
and said definitions being as follows: 

§4-1. General Definitions.  

Abutting: Touching at one point or along a common 
side, boundary or property line. Two pieces of 
property that are separated by a Thoroughfare or 
right of way are ñAdjacentò, but not ñAbuttingò.  

Accessory Use: A use that (a) is clearly incidental to 
and customarily found in connection with a use; (b) 
is subordinate to and serves a Principal Use; (c) is 
subordinate in area, extent or purpose to the 
Principal use served; (d) contributes to the comfort, 
convenience, service or necessity of occupants, 
business, or industry of the Principal use served; 
and (e) is located upon the same Lot as the 
Principal use served.  

Adjacent: Either Abutting or on the opposite side of a 
common Thoroughfare, right of way (ROW), or 
easement that separates it from the subject 
property. Properties separated by a freeway or 
railroad ROW shall not be considered ñAdjacentò. 

Alley: A public or private ROW or easement, on 
which no Parcel fronts, providing access for two (2) 
or more properties along the side or rear of said 
properties. 

Applicable District: That zoning district in which a 
Building, Structure, use, subdivision or property is 
located or proposed to be located. 

Atrium: An open area within a Building surrounded on 
all sides by the Building walls and open and 
unobstructed from the first floor level to the roof or 
sky.  

Awning: A detachable framework covered by cloth or 
other light materials, supported from the walls of a 
Building for protection from sun or weather.  

Banner: Any sign not designed or intended for 
permanent use, made of lightweight fabric or any 
other similar non-rigid material with no enclosing 
framework and which is mounted to a pole, Building, 
or any other Structure at one or more edges. 
National flags, state or municipal flags, or the official 

flag of any Institution or business shall not be 
considered Banners. 

Beach or Public Beach: The area between the 
Coastal Construction Control Line (CCCL) and the 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 

Beach Area Overlay District: The boundaries of the 
Beach Area Overlay District are shown in the ñCity 
of Gulf Shores Beach Area Zoning Mapò dated May 
17, 2005, which is incorporated into and made part 
of this Ordinance. The provisions of this Ordinance 
applicable specifically to the Beach Area Overlay 
District shall apply to all Parcels of land and rights of 
way, or portions thereof, within the boundaries of the 
Beach Area Overlay District. Any Parcel of land that 
is wholly or partly within the boundary shall be 
included. 

Bedroom: A room or articulated room space, 
including, without limitations, alcoves and lofts, 
identified as suitable for use as a defined sleeping 
area distinct from associated internal living space. 
The characterization of a room or articulated room 
space as a Bedroom shall be determined objectively 
on the basis of its physical suitability for use as a 
distinct defined sleeping area, not on the basis of 
the manner in which such room or space is 
denominated.  

Best Management Practices (BMPs): A collection of 
structural practices and vegetative measures which, 
when properly designated, installed and maintained, 
will provide effective erosion and sedimentation 
control for all rainfall events.  

Berm: An earthen mound designed to provide visual 
interest or Screening.  

Bicycle Lane: A paved lane on a Thoroughfare that is 
reserved by pavement marking and/or signs for the 
exclusive use by bicycles.  

Block: A unit of land bounded by Thoroughfares or a 
combination of Thoroughfares, public land, public 
parks, cemeteries, railroad rights-of-way, 
watercourses, or any other barrier to the continuity 
of development. 
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Block, Double-tiered: A residential Block bounded on 
all sides by Thoroughfares and within which Lots 
front only on two of the surrounding Thoroughfares, 
as shown in the illustration at right. The Corner Lots 
of such Blocks shall be considered ñStandard 
Corner Lotsò. 

 

Double-tiered Block 

Brewpub: A commercial establishment licensed and   
operated as a brewpub as defined in the Alabama 
Brewpub Act, Alabama Code § 28-4A-1, et. seq. 

Buffer: A landscaped strip of land provided between 
two or more properties, uses, or Buildings to 
mitigate the incompatible characteristics of Adjacent 
uses and/or Buildings. Buffers may include Berms, 
Shrubs, trees, fences or walls, other Screening 
devices, or a combination of such devices as 
required by §12-3 Buffers. 

Bug Light: Any yellow colored light bulb that is 
marketed as being specifically treated so as to 
reduce the attraction of bugs to the light. 

Building: Any Structure with a roof and enclosed on 
all sides. For the purposes of this Ordinance, 
ñBuildingsò are further classified into the following 
categories: 

Building, Accessory: A Building detached from 
the Principal Building located on the same Lot 
and customarily incidental and subordinate in 
area, extent, and purpose to the Principal 
Building or use.  Accessory buildings may 
contain sanitary facilities but may not contain 
sleeping and cooking facilities. 

Building, Principal: A Building on a Lot other than 
an Accessory Building. A Principal Building is 
constructed to serve the main or dominant 
use(s) of the Lot on which such Building is 
situated. A Principal Building may be a Building 
including a mixture of uses. 

Building Code: The International Building Code as 
adopted by the City Council. 

Building Coverage: The percent of total Lot Area 
covered by the shadow configuration footprint that 
would result if the noon sun were located directly 

over the Lot in question. Building Coverage applies 
to the roof surface of all Buildings and covered 
Parking Structures, but excludes temporary 
Buildings, open air trellises, picnic shelters, 
canopies, Awnings, swimming pools, tennis courts, 
sidewalks, surface parking lots, Driveways, paths, 
trails, plazas, and similar uncovered surfaces.  

Building Line: The extreme overall dimensions of a 
Building as staked on the ground, including porches, 
chimneys, and similar projections at Grade Level, 
whichever is nearest to the property line. The Front 
Building Line shall refer to that portion of the 
Building nearest the Front Lot Line. 

Building Official: The Building Official for the City of 
Gulf Shores or his authorized designee. 

Build-to Line: A line parallel to the Front Lot Line, 
which establishes the maximum Setback allowed 
within the Applicable District. Example: A Build-to 
Line of twenty (20) ft requires that the Front Building 
Line can be no further than twenty (20) ft from the 
Front Lot Line. A Corner Lot shall be considered to 
have two such Build-to Lines in Applicable Districts. 

Bulk: The volume of a Building or Structure with 
respect to regulatory limits on its size, height, and 
the location of exterior walls at all levels in relation 
to Lot Lines, Thoroughfares, or other Buildings.  

Caliper: The diameter measurement of a tree in 
inches. Caliper measurement of the trunk shall be 
taken six (6) inches above Grade Level up to and 
including four (4) inch Caliper size. If the Caliper at 
six (6) inches above Grade Level exceeds four (4) 
inches, the Caliper should be measured at twelve 
(12) inches above Grade Level.  

Canopy: A rooflike Structure projecting from a wall or 
supported on pillars, as an ornamental feature.  

City, The: The City of Gulf Shores, Alabama unless 
otherwise defined. 

City Council or the Council: The City Council of the 
City of Gulf Shores, Alabama. 

Coastal Construction Activities: Any work or 
development in the Marine Turtle Conservation 
Zone. 

Coastal Construction Control Line (CCCL): The 
portion of the coastal construction line established 
pursuant to the provisions of Division 8 of the ADEM 
Administrative Code that lies within the Gulf Shores 
City Limits and Police Jurisdiction. Between the 
straight line segments formed by connecting plane 
coordinates (X = 1865129.97822 feet; Y = 
83376.86242 feet) otherwise known as monument 
ADEM B 19 to (X = 1874944.3364 feet; Y = 
84333.7475 feet) otherwise known as monument 
GS-1 to (X = 1877413.2794 feet; Y = 84725.6701 
feet) otherwise known as monument GS-2 to (X = 
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1878198.9455 feet; Y = 84861.6391 feet) otherwise 
known as monument GS-3 to (X = 1878689.8784 
feet; Y = 84958.7743 feet) otherwise known as 
monument GS-4 to (X = 1879962.6489 feet; Y = 
85157.3364 feet) otherwise known as monument 
GS-5 to (X = 18883097.1139 feet; Y = 85838.7517 
feet) otherwise known as monument GS-6 to (X = 
1885410.1907 feet; Y = 86341.6598 feet) otherwise 
known as monument GS-7 to (X = 1887350.0210 
feet; Y = 86681.3575 feet) otherwise known as 
monument GS-8 to (X = 1889303.8015 feet; Y = 
87023.5011 feet) otherwise known as monument 
GS-9 to (X = 1891063.9592 feet; Y = 87398.5069 
feet) otherwise known as monument GS-10 to (X = 
1892350.9960 feet; Y = 87574.8090 feet) otherwise 
known as monument GS-11 to (X = 1894432.3520 
feet; Y = 87863.6736 feet) otherwise known as 
monument GS-12 to (X = 1896515.1468 feet; Y = 
88152.5970 feet) otherwise known as monument 
GS-13 to (X = 1896815.6398 feet; Y = 88168.9013 
feet) otherwise known as monument GS-14 to (X = 
1900062.6008 feet; Y = 8858.9627 feet) otherwise 
known as monument GS-15 to (X = 1900062.7308 
feet; Y = 88553.6130 feet) otherwise known as 
monument GS-16 (X = 1902673.6989 feet; Y = 
88891.7226 feet) otherwise known as monument 
GS-17 (X = 1904021.7705 feet; Y = 89114.3675 
feet) otherwise known as monument GS-18 to (X = 
1905005.6395 feet; Y = 89295.1185 feet) otherwise 
known as monument GS-19 to (X = 1905818.8787 
feet; Y = 89464.8840 feet) otherwise known as GS-
20 to (X = 1906587.0801 feet; Y = 89671.5091 feet) 
otherwise known as monument GS-21 to (X = 
1907261.0074 feet; Y = 89795.7454 feet) otherwise 
known as monument GS-22 to (X = 1908044.3756 
feet; Y = 89959.6804 feet) otherwise known as 
monument GS-23 to (X = 1909552.8366feet; Y = 
90224.5962 feet) otherwise known as monument 
GS-24 to (X = 1910543.0187 feet; Y = 90368.0135 
feet) otherwise known as monument GS-25 to (X = 
1912112.0365 feet; Y = 90569.4627 feet) otherwise 
known as monument GS-26 to (X = 1912748.2105 
feet; Y = 90599.8985 feet) otherwise known as 
monument GS-27 to (X = 1913255.6252 feet; Y = 
90686.7018 feet) otherwise known as monument 
GS-28 to (X = 1913563.2720 feet; Y = 90714.4626 
feet) otherwise known as monument GS-29 to (X = 
1915387.80303 feet; Y = 90735.77117 feet) 
otherwise known as monument ADEM B 20 to (X = 
1915397.18585 feet; Y = 90802.39860 feet) 
otherwise known as monument ADEM B 22. To the 
extent, if any, the corporate limits or police 
jurisdiction of the city now or hereafter include Gulf 
beachfront property not intersected by the above-
described straight line segments, the "Coastal 
Construction Control line" or "CCCL" shall be the 
construction control line specified by the Alabama 

Department of Environmental Management for such 
additional Gulf beachfront property under ADEM 
Administrative Code R. 335-8-1-.02 as in effect from 
time to time; in Baldwin County (the Fort Morgan 
Peninsula) the straight line segments formed by 
connecting plane coordinates (x = 339,869.380 feet; 
y = 82,413.826 feet) in the vicinity of monument BC-
0 to (x = 343,833.777 feet; y = 82,946.329 feet) in 
the vicinity of monument BC-1 to (x = 344,439.935 
feet; y = 83,027.749 feet) in the vicinity of 
monument BC-2 to (x = 345,229.900 feet; y = 
83,267.806 feet) in the vicinity of monument BC-3to 
(x = 346,070.573 feet; y = 83,318.732 feet) in the 
vicinity of monument BC-4 to (x = 347,947.400 feet; 
y = 83,542.163 feet) in the vicinity of monument BC-
5 to (x = 353,678.481 feet; y = 84,097.590 feet) in 
the vicinity of monument BC-6 to (x = 358,262.949 
feet; y = 84,424.908 feet) in the vicinity of 
monument BC-7 to (x = 361,952.301 feet; y = 
84,532.314 feet) in the vicinity of monument BC-7A 
to (x = 367,652.468 feet; y = 84,352.329 feet) in the 
vicinity of monument BC-8 to (x = 370,294.079 feet; 
y =84,232.401 feet) in the vicinity of monument BC-
9 to (x = 370,337.309 feet; y = 84,095.345 feet) in 
the vicinity of monument BC-10 to (x = 372,723.136 
feet; y = 84,013.940 feet) in the vicinity of 
monument BC-11 to (x = 374,515.213 feet; y = 
84,209.778 feet) in the vicinity of monument BC-12 
to (x = 381,454.710 feet; y = 83,545.945 feet) in the 
vicinity of monument BC-13 to (x = 382,099.449 
feet; y = 83,460.299 feet) in the vicinity of 
monument BC-14 to (x = 384,804.496 feet; y = 
83,494.181 feet) in the vicinity of monument BC-15 
to (x = 388,949.030 feet; y = 83,361.769 feet) in the 
vicinity of monument BC-16 to (x = 394,023.606 
feet; y = 83,282.288 feet) in the vicinity of 
monument BC-17 to (x = 394,115.430 feet; y = 
83,209.569 feet) in the vicinity of monument BC-18 
to (x = 396,624.613 feet; y = 83,299.904 feet) in the 
vicinity of monument BC-19.  

Code of Ordinances: The City of Shores Code of 
Ordinances as adopted and amended by the 
Council. 

Commercial Speech or Message: Any sign wording, 
logo, or other representation that, directly or 
indirectly, names, advertises or calls attention to a 
business, product, service, or other commercial 
activity or is otherwise defined as ñCommercial 
Speechò by the Alabama Supreme Court, the United 
States District Court for the District of Alabama, or 
the United States Supreme Court for purposes of 
interpreting the United States Constitution or 
Alabama constitution regarding freedom of 
expression or speech. 

Commercial Vehicle: Any vehicle used and/or 
designed for the transportation of people, goods, or 
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things, with a manufacturers chassis rating greater 
than one ton, other than private passenger vehicles.  

Complete Street: A Thoroughfare which is designed 
to accommodate multiple modes of travel (motor 
vehicle, pedestrian, bicyclist, transit, etc.) and which 
incorporates a continuous sidewalk and 
Landscaping on both sides, lighting provided for 
motorists and for sidewalk users, and On-street 
Parking on at least one side. Streetscape features of 
Complete Streets vary with their context, for 
instance, whether they serve residential, Non-
residential or Mixed-use areas and whether they are 
within an urban or suburban environment. 

Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan of 
the City of Gulf Shores, Alabama and all supporting 
planning documents adopted by the City. 

Conditional Use: A use requiring a Conditional Use 
Permit approved by the Council in accord with 
Article 3.  

Condominium: A Building, or group of Buildings, in 
which Dwelling Units, offices or floor area are owned 
individually. The Structure, all land areas, and 
common Improvements and facilities are owned by 
all the owners on a proportional, undivided basis.  

Crestline: A line running more or less parallel with the 
shoreline interconnecting the peaks of the Primary 
Dune System or, where the Primary Dune System 
has been destroyed, interconnecting points where 
the peaks would naturally occur as graphically 
displayed on the official Crestline map of the City.  

Density: The number of Lots or Dwelling Units per 
acre of land unless specifically provided otherwise.  

Density Bonus: A provision that allows a Parcel to 
accommodate additional square footage, height, or 
additional residential units beyond the maximum 
otherwise permitted, in exchange for the provision of 
an amenity that provides a public benefit.  

Density, Maximum: The Density allowable in a given 
zoning district not otherwise limited by other 
applicable requirements of this Ordinance.  

Department or CDD: The Department of Community 
Development in the City of Gulf Shores.  

Developed Site: That part of a site approved or used 
for a specific development.  

Diameter at Breast Height (DBH): The diameter of a 
tree trunk measured in inches at a height of four and 
one-half (4-1/2) ft above the ground. If a tree splits 
into multiple trunks below four (4) ft, then the trunk is 
measured at its most narrow point beneath the split.  

Direct Frontage: Any Lot or Parcel of land having one 
or more Lot Lines situated Adjacent to, bordered by, 
or contiguous with the bank or shoreline of a Major 
Water Body, shall be considered as having Direct 

Frontage along such water body. In no case, 
however, shall frontage along any canal, bayou, 
slough, creek, tributary, or other ancillary water body 
be considered as Direct Frontage to a Major Water 
Body. 

Directional Sign: An incidental sign intended to direct 
movement of traffic onto or within a Premises and 
containing no commercial message. Directional 
Signs may indicate entrances, exits, parking areas, 
and similar on-premise locations to motorists or 
pedestrians 

Director: Director of the City of Gulf Shores 
Department of Community Development or his or 
her designee.  

Driveway: A vehicular access, or curb cut that is in 
private ownership and provides access to property. 

Dune: A mound or ridge of sand lying on top of the 
Beach and deposited by natural or artificial means. 

Dune, Frontal: The first natural or man-made mound 
or bluff of sand which is located landward of the 
Beach and which has sufficient vegetation, height, 
continuity, and configuration to offer protective 
value. 

Dune Walkover: A raised walkway constructed for the 
purpose of protecting the Beach and Dune system 
between mean high tide and the Coastal 
Construction Control Line (CCCL) from damages 
that may result from anticipated pedestrian traffic to 
the Beach and which is no more than six (6) ft in 
width, constructed without roof or walls, elevated at 
least one foot above the Dune, and extends 
seaward of the seaward vegetation line.  

Entity: A person, association, firm, corporation, or 
organization of any kind. 

Excavation: Any mechanical extraction of rock, sand, 
gravel, or other unconsolidated materials from a 
location seaward of the Coastal Construction 
Control Line (CCCL).  

Façade: The exterior wall of a Building extending the 
entire width of a Building elevation that faces or is 
visible from a public Thoroughfare or public way, 
including the Beach and Intracoastal Waterway. 
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Facade 

Family: An individual, or two (2) or more persons 
related by legal adoption, blood, or a licit marriage, 
or a group of not more than four (4) persons who 
need not be related by blood or marriage, living 
together as a single housekeeping unit in a 
Dwelling.  

Floor Area Ratio (FAR): The Gross Floor Area for all 
Buildings on a Lot or Parcel (as determined by the 
applicable Gross Floor Area definition) divided by 
the gross area of such Lot. 

Food Truck: A licensed, motorized vehicle from which 
vendors sell food which occupies a semi-permanent 
location.  

Footcandle: A unit of measure for luminance. A unit 
of luminance on a surface that is everywhere one 
(1) foot from a uniform point source of light of one 
(1) candle and equal to one (1) lumen per square 
foot. 

Fowl: Chickens, duck, geese, quail, pigeons, 
peacocks, ostriches, emu pheasants and similar 
animals that are kept, bred or raised for commercial 
purposes. 

Frontage or Block Frontage: All the property on one 
(1) side of a Thoroughfare between two intersecting 
Thoroughfares measured along the ROW Line of 
the Thoroughfare, or if the Thoroughfare is dead-
ended, then all of the property Abutting on one (1) 
side between an intersecting Thoroughfare and the 
dead end of the Thoroughfare. 

Frontage, Lot: The width of a Lot measured along the 
Front Lot Line. When a Lot fronts on a curved 
Thoroughfare, the Lot Frontage shall be determined 
using the arc length. 

 

Block and Lot Frontages 

Glare: The sensation produced by a bright light 
source within the visual field that is sufficiently 
brighter than the level to which the eyes are 
adapted, which causes annoyance, discomfort, or 
loss in visual performance. 

Glare, Direct: Glare resulting from direct line-of-sight 
eye contact with a direct light source. 

Glare, Disability: The effect of stray light in the eye 
whereby visibility and visual performance are 
reduced. 

Grade: The rise or fall of a slope in feet for each 100 
ft of horizontal distance, measured in percentages. 
For determining Grade Level, ñGradeò shall mean 
the finished surface of a Lot, Yard, parking lot or 
Hardscaped area upon which a Structure is located 
and from which its height is to be measured. 

Grade Level. For Buildings: the average level of the 
finished Grade at the Front Building Line. For 
Detached Signs: the average level of the finished 
Grade at the edge of the sign nearest the Lot Line. 
For trees, Landscaping, and light fixtures, the level 
of finished Grade at the base of the tree, plant or 
fixture. 

 

Grade Level 

Greenway: An Open Space corridor that links urban, 
suburban and rural communities to natural and 
scenic areas with a network of connected trails, 
walkways, and natural preservation areas. 

Gross Floor Area (GFA): The sum of the gross 
enclosed horizontal area of all the floors of a 
Building, except a basement or area under the first 
Habitable Story, where exempted, measured from 
the exterior faces of exterior walls and/or supporting 
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columns. GFA includes the area of all balconies 
under roof and all common walkways under roof 
regardless of whether the exterior face or faces of 
such balconies and walkways are fully or partially 
enclosed but shall not include parking underneath 
the Building footprint. Applies to all BG, BA, BN, 
IND, ATP, and all Ft. Morgan Districts unless 
otherwise specified.  

Gross Floor Area (GFA), Tourist: The sum of the 
heated/cooled floor area of all the Habitable Stories 
of a Building, measured from the exterior faces of 
exterior walls, not including exterior balconies. 
Common stairways, hallways, and other features 
are not included in GFA even if they are enclosed as 
heated and cooled space. Applies to all BT-1-5, BT-
1-N, ICW-N, and ICW-S Districts.  

Ground Cover: Plant material consisting of flowers, 
woody vines, evergreen plants or other organic 
living plants (including Sod), generally characterized 
by vertical growth of less than eighteen (18) inches 
in height.  

Ground-level Barrier: Any Building vegetation, natural 
feature or artificial Structure arising from the ground, 
which prevents beachfront lighting from shining 
directly onto the Beach, including the south side of 
the Frontal Dune. 

Hardscape: That portion of a landscaped space 
consisting of masonry, woodwork, and other non-
plant materials. 

Hatchling: Any species of Marine Turtle, within or 
outside of a Nest, and that has recently hatched 
from an egg. 

Height: The vertical distance of a Structure measured 
from the average elevation of the finished Grade 
surrounding the Structure to the highest point of the 
Structure.  

Height, Building: The height of a building measured 
in Habitable Stories. 

Illuminated, Cumulative(ly): Illuminated by numerous 
artificial light sources that as a group illuminate any 
portion of the Beach. 

Illuminated, Directly: Illuminated as a result of 
glowing elements, lamps, globes, or reflectors of 
any artificial light source, which is visible to an 
observer. 

Illuminated, Indirectly: Illuminated as a result of the 
glowing element(s), lamp(s), globe(s), or reflector(s) 
of an artificial light source that is not visible to an 
observer. 

Impervious Surface: A surface composed of any 
material that significantly impedes or prevents 
natural infiltration of water into soil. Impervious 
Surfaces include, but are not limited to, rooftops, 
Buildings, Thoroughfares, swimming pools, 

fountains, sidewalks, tennis courts, and any 
concrete or asphalt surface. Pervious Paving areas 
are not considered Impervious Surfaces. 

Improvements: Those physical additions and 
changes to the land that may be necessary to 
produce usable and desirable developments 
including but not limited to Driveways, Landscaping, 
Thoroughfares and Alleys, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, 
utilities, and Stormwater Management facilities. 

Junk: Any scrap, waste, reclaimable material, or 
debris, whether or not stored for sale or in the 
process of being dismantled, destroyed, processed, 
salvaged, stored, baled, disposed, or other use or 
disposition.  

Lagoon Pass Overlay District: The boundaries of the 
Lagoon Pass Overlay District are shown on the 
official ñCity of Gulf Shores Zoning Mapò. The 
provisions of this Ordinance applicable specifically 
to the Lagoon Pass Overlay District shall apply 
exclusively to all Parcels of land and rights of way, 
or portions thereof, within the boundaries of the 
Lagoon Pass Overlay District. Any Parcel of land 
that is wholly or partly within the boundary shall be 
included.  

Landscaping: Trees, Shrubs, Ground Covers, vines, 
walkways, ponds, fountains, benches, sculptures, 
and similar materials used for creating an attractive 
appearance. No artificial plants, trees or like 
materials may be installed or counted toward 
meeting the Landscaping requirements of this 
Ordinance.  

Landscaping, Foundation: Those landscape 
areas required by this Ordinance to be provided 
where a Façade meets Grade. 

Landscaping, Parking Lot: Those landscape 
areas required by this Ordinance to be provided 
in Off-street Parking lot areas.  

Landscaping, Perimeter: Those landscape areas 
along a siteôs Interior Lot Lines, excluding those 
classified as Street Frontage Landscaping and 
Parking Lot Landscaping.  

Landscaping, Street Frontage: Those landscape 
areas Adjacent to a site's Street Frontages; i.e., 
usually the Front and/or Street Side Lot Line.  
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Types of Landscaping 

Light Fixture, Full Cut-off Type: A luminaire or light 
fixture that, by design of the housing, does not allow 
any light dispersion or Direct Glare to shine above 
90-degree horizontal plane from the base of the 
fixture. 

Light Fixture Shield: A non-reflective covering, 
Canopy or other such device fitted over a light 
source preventing light from illuminating an area not 
intended to be Illuminated. 

Lighting, Low intensity: Low intensity lighting includes 
25 watt (220 lumens or less) bug bulbs, red or 
amber LED bulbs, or seven (7) watt (400 lumens or 
less) compact fluorescent bulbs. 

Lighting Professional, Certified: A lighting 
professional certified by the National Council on 
Qualifications for the Lighting Professions (NCQLP). 

Light Trespass: Light from an artificial source that is 
intruding into an area where it is not wanted or does 
not belong. 

Livestock: Cattle, oxen, horses, mules, burros, llama, 
donkeys, pigs, hogs, sheep, goats and other similar 
animals that are kept, bred or raised. 

Loading, Off-street: Land occupied, necessary and 
maintained for loading and unloading of goods, 
materials or things, for delivery and shipping, in a 
manner that vehicles may provide for such services 
without encroaching on or interfering with the lawful, 
public use of Thoroughfares and Alleys by 
pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists. 

Lot: Land occupied or to be occupied by a Building 
and its Accessory Building, and including such open 
spaces as are required under this Ordinance, and 
having its principal frontage upon a public 
Thoroughfare or officially approved place. Lots are 
classified into the following categories: 

Corner Lot: A Lot Abutting two (2) or more 
Thoroughfares at their intersection or upon two 
(2) parts of a Thoroughfare that form an interior 

angle of less than 135 degrees. The point of 
intersection of the Street Lines is the corner. 

Corner Lot, Non-standard: A Corner Lot not on a 
Double-tiered Block. 

Corner Lot, Standard: A Corner Lot on a Double-
tiered Block used for a Single-family Dwelling, 
Duplex or Townhouse. 

Interior Lot: A Lot other than a Corner Lot. 

Through Lot: A Lot Abutting two (2) or more 
Thoroughfares other than a Corner Lot. 

 

Lot Types 

 

Corner Lot Types 

Lot Area: The total area within the boundaries of a 
Lot. For the purpose of calculating the Lot Area of 
Lots Abutting the Gulf of Mexico, the Rear Lot Line 
shall be the Mean High Tide Line that is shown on 
the Lucido & Oliver surveys approved by the 
Department of Conservation and recorded in the 
Probate Court. Renourished beach that is publicly 
owned shall not be considered part of the private Lot 
Area. Lot Area shall not include any water bottoms 
unless they are not claimed as State Lands by the 
Alabama State Lands Office. 

Lot Depth: The distance along a straight line from the 
midpoint of the Front Lot Line and generally 
perpendicular thereto, to its intersection with the 
Rear Lot Line. In the case of a Lot, in which the Side 
Lot Lines converge in a point, the Lot Depth shall be 
measured using the Adjusted Rear Lot Line. 

Lot Frontage: See Frontage, Lot. 
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Lot Line: A line of record bounding a Lot that divides 
one (1) Lot from another Lot or from an Alley, 
Thoroughfare or any other public space. Lot Lines 
are classified into the following categories: 

Front Lot Line: A Lot Line separating the front of 
the Lot from the Thoroughfare. For Standard 
Corner Lots, there shall be a Front Lot Line and 
a ñStreet Side Lot Lineò. On all other Corner 
Lots and on all Through Lots, all Lot Lines 
Abutting a Thoroughfare shall be Front Lot 
Lines. 

Rear Lot Line: A Lot Line, which is most distant 
from a Front Lot Line, or in the case of Standard 
Corner Lots, from the Front Lot Line. For the 
purposes of determining Rear Yard Setbacks on 
a Lot where the Side Lot Lines meet in a point, 
the Rear Lot Line shall be assumed to be a line 
not less than ten (10) ft long drawn within the 
Lot between the two Side Lot Lines and parallel 
to the Front Lot Line, and shall be referred to as 
the ñAdjusted Rear Lot Lineò. 

 

Adjusted Rear Lot Line 

Side Lot Line: Any Lot Line, which is not a Front 
or Rear Lot Line. For Non-standard Corner Lots, 
that Lot Line which is generally parallel to the 
Front Lot Line of greater dimension. 

Street Side Lot Line: That Lot Line, other than the 
Front Lot Line, of a Standard Corner Lot, which 
abuts a Thoroughfare. The Street Side Lot Line 
is generally longer than the Front Lot Line. 

 

 

 

Lot Line Configurations 

Lot of Record: A Lot that is part of a recorded plat or 
plot described by metes and bounds, the map 
and/or description of which has been recorded 
according to Alabama Law. 

Lot Width: In the case of interior Lots, the distance 
between the Side Lot Lines. In the case of Standard 
Corner Lots, the distance between the Side Lot Line 
and the Street Side Lot Line. In the case of other 
Corner Lots, the distance between the Side Lot Line 
and the opposing Front Lot Line. Such distance 
shall be measured along a straight line, which is at 
right angles to the axis of the Lot, and shall be 
measured at the Front Yard Setback Line. When a 
Lot abuts on a curved Thoroughfare, the Lot Width 
is determined using the arc length. 
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Lot Width 

Lucido & Oliver Line: The rear property line of Lots 
having Gulfside Yards.; the Mean High Tide Line 
that is shown on the Lucido & Oliver surveys 
approved by the Department of Conservation and 
recorded on Instrument Number 558806, Deed 
Page 2015 E, Slides 2015 E &F, 2016 A, B, C, D, & 
E in the Baldwin County Judge of Probate Office.  

Luminaire, Low Pressure Sodium (LPS): An electric 
discharge lamp containing Sodium, neon, and 
argon, that when Illuminated appears amber-yellow. 

Luminance, Horizontal: The measurement of 
brightness from a light source, usually measured in 
foot-candles or lumens, which is measured by a light 
meter at a given horizontal position. 

Major Water Body: One of the following as shown on 
the official Zoning Map: Oyster Bay, Bon Secour 
Bay, Bon Secour River, Mobile Bay, Little Lagoon, 
or Gulf of Mexico, excluding any tributaries, canals, 
bayous, sloughs, creeks, tidal marshlands, or any 
other ancillary water bodies. 

Manufactured Home:  A factory-built, single-family 
structure that meets the Federal Manufactured 
Home Construction and Safety Standards Act (42 U. 
S. C. Sec. 5401), commonly known as the HUD 
(U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development) Code.  

Class A 

¶ Mass produced in a factory. 

¶ Designed and constructed for 
transportation to a site for installation and 
use when connected to required utilities. 

¶ Built on a chassis. 

¶ Designed for long-term residential use by 
a family, containing a kitchen, bath, and 
sleeping facilities. 

¶ It is multi-sectional (doublewide) and at 
least twenty feet (20ô) wide at the 
narrowest point, with a minimum of four 
hundred (400) square feet per section 
(Total square footage minimum equal to 
eight hundred (800) square feet). 

¶ Constructed after June 15, 1976. 

¶ The pitch of the homeôs roof has a 
minimum vertical rise of one foot for each 
five feet of horizontal run, and the roof is 
finished with a type of shingle that is 
commonly used in standard single-family 
residential construction. 

¶ Has horizontal exterior siding consisting of 
wood, hardiboard, vinyl or other exterior 
siding comparable in composition, 
appearance and durability to the exterior 
siding commonly used in standard single-
family residential construction. 

¶ Has a foundation that is similar in 
appearance and durability to masonry 
foundation of site-built dwellings which 
surrounds the entire perimeter of the 
structure, completely enclosing the space, 
except for required ventilation and access, 
between the siding and the finished grade. 

¶ Is permanently affixed, with running gear 
and towing hitch removed, and set upon a 
foundation base having an anchoring 
system that is totally concealed under the 
structure. 

Manufactured Home, Class B: A single-wide 
Manufactured Home constructed after July 1, 1976 
that meets or exceeds the construction standards 
promulgated by the US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development that were in effect at the time of 
construction. 

Manufactured Home, Class C: A Manufactured Home 
built before 1976 that does not meet the definition of 
a Class A or Class B Manufactured Home. Class C 
Manufactured Homes shall not be allowed in the 
City, except as existing Structures permitted prior to 
the adoption of this Ordinance. 

Marine Turtle: Any marine-dwelling reptile of the 
families Chelonildae or Dermochelyidae found in 
Gulf waters or using the Beach as nesting habitat, 
including the species: Caretta caretta (loggerhead); 
Chelonia mydas (green); Dermachelys coriacea 
(leatherback); Eretmochelys imbricate (hawksbill); 
and Lepidochelys Kempi (Kempôs ridley). For 
purposes of this Ordinance, Marine Turtles are 
synonymous with sea turtles. 

Marine Turtle Conservation Zone: The Beach and all 
land Abutting the Beach from the Mean High Tide 
Line northward to the south Right-of-way boundary 
of Alabama State Highway 182 and, west of the 12-
mile marker, the south Right-of-way boundary of 
Alabama State Highway 180 within the City Limits 
and police jurisdiction of the City. 

Massing: The exterior form of a Building, a Structure 
or a series of Buildings seen as a whole, 
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encompassing Bulk, shape, height, width, scale, 
proportion and the spatial relationships of Buildings, 
Landscaping and Open Space.  

Mean High Tide Line: See ñLucido and Oliver Lineò. 

Mobile Vending Unit (ñMVUò): A Mobile Unit is a self-
contained truck or trailer, or similar portable unit and 
having an enclosed area for the storage, 
preparation, handling and sale of food or other 
merchandise and which occupies a semi-permanent 
location. 

Mobile Vendor: A person that operates or assists in 
the operation of a vending vehicle. 

Mobile Vendor Court (ñMVCò): A site containing three 
or more mobile vending units and associated 
amenities on private property. 

Mulch: Materials such as pine bark chips, pine straw, 
crushed rock, or boulders used to cover bare soil. 

Nest: An area where Marine Turtle eggs have been 
naturally deposited or subsequently relocated. 

Nesting Season: The period from May 1 through 
November 30 of each year. 

Net Floor Area (NFA): All floor area located within a 
Building except for that floor area which is dedicated 
exclusively to storage and sanitary facilities and 
which is segregated from other public areas of the 
Building. 

Nighttime: The locally effective time period between 
sunset and sunrise. 

Noncommercial Speech or Message: Any sign copy 
or other display that is not a commercial message 
as defined herein, and includes any definition of 
ñNoncommercial Speechò by the Alabama Supreme 
Court, the United States District Court for the District 
of Alabama, or the United States Supreme Court for 
purposes of interpreting the United States 
Constitution or Alabama constitution regarding 
freedom of expression or speech. 

Nonconforming Building or Structure: A Building or 
Structure that does not conform to the area or 
dimensional requirements of this Ordinance 
pertaining to the Applicable District.  

Nonconforming Lot: A Lot that does not conform to 
the area and dimensional requirements of this 
Ordinance pertaining to the Applicable District.  

Nonconforming Site: A Premises on which one or 
more Improvements do not conform to the 
requirements of this Ordinance, the Subdivision 
Regulations, or other applicable regulations, 
including but not limited to, Off-street Parking, 
Driveways, drainage, Landscaping, lighting, 
Screening, and Buffers. 

Nonconforming Use: A use that does not conform to 
the use regulations of the Applicable District.  

Novelty Architecture: A type of architecture in which 
buildings and other structures are given unusual 
shapes in whole or in part as a novelty, for 
advertising, to draw attention to a site, for notoriety 
as a landmark, or simply due to the eccentricity of 
the owner or architect including programmatic, 
mimetic, and/or roadside architecture. Many 
examples of novelty architecture take the form of 
buildings that resemble the products sold inside to 
attract drive-by customers. Others are attractions all 
by themselves, such as giant animals, fruits and 
vegetables, or replicas of famous buildings. 

Open Space: Land, not covered by parking areas, 
rights-of-way or Buildings other than recreational 
Structures, which is landscaped or left in a natural 
state as required within this Ordinance or the 
Subdivision Regulations and which is intended for 
natural or scenic preservation and/or active/passive 
recreational uses. 

Open Space, Common: Land area within a 
development that is held in common ownership and 
maintained by a homeownersô or Condominium 
association of all of the residents for recreation, 
protection of natural features, amenities or Buffers; 
is freely accessible to all residents of the 
development; and is protected by covenant and the 
provisions of this Ordinance to ensure that it 
remains in such use(s). For the purposes of 
calculation, Common Open Space shall not include 
surface water bodies nor land occupied by common 
Driveways, parking areas, or rights-of-way; nor shall 
it include areas within Lots for Single-family 
Dwellings or Duplexes. Common Open Spaces shall 
be left in a natural state or landscaped, and may 
include recreational Structures. 

Overlay District: A zoning district that encompasses 
one or more underlying zones and that may vary the 
requirements, uses and standards of the underlying 
zone. 

Overlay District Design Guidelines: The guidelines 
set out in the Envision Gulf Shores Overlay District 
Design Guidelines (Revised April 11, 2005) for use 
in administering and interpreting Site Plan design 
concepts applicable to the Beach Area Overlay 
District, the Walking Area Overlay District, and the 
Lagoon Pass Overlay District. 

Parapet or Parapet Wall: That portion of a Building 
wall which extends vertically above the roofline of a 
flat roofed Building. 

Parcel: Any plot, Lot acreage shown as a unit on the 
latest county tax assessment records.  

Parking, Bicycle: An area in a parking lot or along a 
sidewalk that is designed and marked for the 
purpose of securing bicycles in an upright fashion, 
using a locker or open framework that is 
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permanently attached to the ground and providing 
secure anchorage for two or more bicycles.   

Parking, Off-street: A temporary storage area for a 
motor vehicle that is directly accessible to an access 
aisle and that is not located on a dedicated 
Thoroughfare ROW.  

Parking, On-street: Areas along curbs of a 
Thoroughfare that are authorized for temporary (less 
than forty-eight (48) hours) storage of automobiles 
belonging to owners, tenants, customers or visitors 
of Adjacent or nearby properties. 

Parking Space, Off-street: A paved surface, not in a 
Thoroughfare or Alley, and having an area of not 
less than 171 sf, exclusive of Driveways, 
permanently reserved for the temporary storage of 
one automobile and connected with a Thoroughfare 
or Alley by a Driveway which affords unobstructed 
ingress and egress for an automobile without 
requiring another automobile to be moved.   

Parking Structure: A Structure designed principally 
for the storage and circulation of motor vehicles that 
includes a roof and/or more than one level. A 
Parking Structure may be either freestanding or 
incorporated in one Structure along with another 
use, such as a residential or Commercial Use.  

Pedestrian Access Way: A crosswalk or other area 
designed and marked exclusively for pedestrian 
traffic.  

Peddler: Any person traveling by foot, wagon, 
automotive vehicle or other conveyance, from place 
to place, from house to house, or from street to 
street, carrying, conveying or transporting goods, 
wares, merchandise, meats, fish, shrimp, oysters, 
seafood products, vegetables, fruits, garden truck 
farm products or provisions, offering and exposing 
the same for sale or making sales and delivering 
articles to purchasers, or who without traveling from 
place to place shall sell or offer the same for sale 
from a wagon, automotive vehicle or other vehicle or 
conveyance. Any person who solicits orders and as 
a separate transaction makes deliveries to 
purchasers as part of a scheme or design to evade 
the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed a 
Peddler. 

Pervious Paving: Materials used for surfacing parking 
lots and Driveways such as porous concrete or 
modular porous paver systems that are designed to 
allow infiltration of stormwater and are consistent 
with Stormwater Best Management Practices. 
Pervious Paving areas are not considered as 
Impervious Surface areas for the purpose of 
calculating Impervious Surface coverage.  

Planning Commission or Commission: The City of 
Gulf Shores Planning Commission. 

Planting Strip: A strip of land, between a curb and 
sidewalk or between an Off-street Parking area and 
a sidewalk or Thoroughfare, provided for 
Landscaping. 

Pole Lighting: A light fixture set on a base or pole, 
which raises the source of light higher than forty-
eight (48) inches off the ground. 

Premises: All land, Buildings, and appurtenances 
that, under unified control, are planned, designed, 
and constructed to be parts of a unified 
development. A premise shall remain a single 
premise during the existence of such unified 
development regardless of future subdivision of its 
land or ownership. A premise shall include all lands 
joined by a Unity of Title Declaration. 

Primary Dune System: A ridge, or series of ridges of 
unconsolidated and usually mobile sands lying 
landward of the upper limit of the Gulf Beaches 
which serves as the principal defense against storm 
wave actions. Vegetatively, this primary protective 
Dune is characterized by Uniola Paniculata (sea 
oats), Skartina Patens (salt meadow cordgrass), 
Panicum Amarulum (Dune panicgrass), Distichlis 
Spicata (salt grass), Solidago Pauciflasculosa 
(seaside goldenrod), Hydrocotyl Bonariensis 
(pennywort), and Zpomoea Stalonifera (seaside 
morning glory).  

Principal Use: The principal purpose for which a Lot 
or the Principal Building thereon is designed, 
arranged or intended, and for which it is or may be 
used, occupied or maintained. 

Public Improvement: Any Thoroughfare, park, water 
line, sanitary drainage system or similar 
improvement installed to serve Abutting or nearby 
private or public property constructed by either a 
private Entity or a public agency and ultimately 
owned and maintained by a public Entity. 

Recreational Vehicle (RV): A vehicular-type portable 
structure without permanent foundation that can be 
towed, hauled or driven and is primarily designed as 
a temporary living accommodation for recreational 
and camping purposes. For the purposes of this 
Ordinance, Recreational Vehicles include, but are 
not limited to, travel trailers, truck campers, camping 
trailers, and self-propelled motor homes. 

Remote Parking: Off-street Parking on a property 
other than the Premises of the use for which the 
parking is provided. 

Right-of-way (ROW): The total width of any land 
reserved or dedicated as a Thoroughfare, Alley, 
pedestrian way, or similar public or private uses. 

Satellite Dish: A satellite antennae with a spherical, 
dish shape. 
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Screening: A method of visually shielding or 
obscuring one use or Building from another or from 
public view by fencing, walls, densely planted 
vegetation, natural vegetation, or other means; a 
visual and acoustical barrier which is of such nature 
and density that provides year-round maximum 
capacity from the ground to a height as required by 
§12-2 Screening. 

Setback (Or Required Yard or Minimum Yard): With 
respect to a Structure, the minimum required 
distance between the ROW of a Thoroughfare or the 
corresponding property line and the nearest exterior 
surface of the Building or Structure on the property. 

Setback, Contextual: A Setback on a Lot in a given 
zoning district which is increased to be more in 
keeping with the Setback of an Abutting district 
occurring along the same Block Frontage. Refer 
also to §6-3G2 Contextual Setbacks. 

Shared Parking: The provision of Off-street Parking 
areas amongst contiguous uses developed with the 
intent to maximize efficiency in parking provision, 
Lot design and accessibility; encourage pedestrian 
access and safety; support access management 
and other goals of the Cityôs Comprehensive Plan; 
and to reduce the number of spaces required by 
individual uses. 

Shield: A non-reflective covering, Canopy or other 
such device fitted over a light source preventing light 
from illuminating the Beach. 

Shrub: A woody plant, smaller than a tree, consisting 
of several small stems from the ground or small 
branches near the ground; may be deciduous or 
evergreen. 

Sight Distance, Intersection: The length of a line of 
sight between a motorist, when stopped at an 
intersection or Driveway, and the nearest 
intersection, Driveway, Alley or other signalized or 
non-signalized access point to the left or to the right 
of the motorist. See also ñSight Triangle, Clearò. 

Sight Triangle, Clear: An area of unobstructed vision 
at a Thoroughfare intersection or Driveway defined 
by the minimum Intersection Sight Distance required 
by §6-10 Sight Distance Requirements. 

Sign: Any object, device, display, or structure, or part 
thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, which is used 
to advertise, identify, display, direct, or attract 
attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event, or 
location by any means, including words, letters, 
figures, design, symbols, fixtures, colors, 
illumination, or projected images. 

Sign, Attached: A sign attached to or painted on a 
Building, including ñFlat Signsò and ñProjecting 
Signsò. 

 

Flat Sign 

             

Projecting Sign 

Sign, Changeable Copy: A sign or portion thereof 
that has a reader board for the display of information 
in which each character, graphic or symbol is 
defined by objects, not consisting of an illumination 
device, and may be changed or rearranged 
manually without altering the face of the surface of 
the sign, including Electronic Changeable Copy 
Signs. 

Sign, Detached: A sign not attached to or painted on 
a Building but which is affixed to the ground as a 
freestanding Structure. 

Sign, Directional: An incidental sign intended to direct 
movement of traffic onto or within a Premises and 
containing no commercial message. Directional 
Signs may indicate entrances, exits, parking areas, 
and similar on-premise locations to motorists or 
pedestrians. 

Sign, Double-faced: A sign with two parallel, or nearly 
parallel faces, back to back and located not more 
than twenty-four (24) inches apart. 

Sign, Electronic Changeable Copy:  A sign or portion 
thereof that displays electronic information in which 
each character, graphic, or symbol is defined by a 
small number of matrix elements using different 
combinations of light emitting diodes (LEDs), fiber 
optics, or other illumination devices within the 
display area. Electronic Changeable Copy Signs 
include computer programmable, microprocessor 
controlled electronic displays. 

Sign, Fence: Any permanent sign attached to or 
painted onto a freestanding wall or fence. 

Sign, Flashing: An Illuminated Sign on which the 
artificial or reflected light is not maintained stationary 
and constant in intensity and color at all times when 
in use.  Any revolving Illuminated Sign shall be 
considered a Flashing Sign. 

Sign, Flat: Any sign attached to, and erected parallel 
to, the face of, or erected or painted on the outside 
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wall, fascia, Awning, Canopy, or Parapet wall of a 
Building and supported throughout its length by 
such wall or Building and not extending more than 
twelve (12) inches from the Building wall, fascia, 
Awning, etc. 

Sign, General Advertising: Any sign that is not an 
Accessory Establishment Identification Sign or 
which is not specifically limited to a special purpose 
by these regulations. This term includes signs 
typically referred to as billboards that promote or 
advertise goods, services, or activities that are 
unrelated to the Premises on which they are 
located. 

Sign, Identification: A sign which pertains only to the 
use of a Premises and which, depending upon the 
Applicable District, contains any or all of the 
following information: (1) the name of the owner, 
occupant, and/or management of use; (2) the 
address of the use; (3) the kind of business and/or 
the brand name of the principal commodity sold on 
the Premises, and (4) other information relative to a 
service or activity involved in the conduct of the 
business, but not including the name of subsidiary 
products except where specifically permitted by the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

Sign, Illuminated: A sign meeting one of the following 
definitions: 

a. Directly Illuminated Sign: A sign designed to 
give forth artificial light directly (or through 
transparent or translucent material) from a 
source of light within such sign, including but not 
limited to neon and exposed lamp signs.  

 

b. Indirectly Illuminated Sign: A sign Illuminated 
with a light so Shielded that no direct rays 
therefrom are visible elsewhere than on the Lot 
where said illumination occurs. If such Shielding 
device is defective, such sign shall be deemed 
to be a Directly-Illuminated Sign. 

 

Sign, Marquee: A sign on a marquee, such as for a 
movie theater, playhouse, or concert hall, providing 
information on currently showing and/or coming 
attractions, movies, plays, and similar events 
occurring for a limited period of time. 

Sign, Monument: A freestanding detached sign, other 
than a pole sign, in which the entire bottom of the 
sign is in contact with or is close to the ground. 

Sign, Moveable: A Detached Sign not secured or 
attached to the ground in a manner meeting all 
Building and electrical code requirements and which 
is designed to be moveable or portable. 

Sign, Name Plate: An Attached Sign identifying the 
owner or occupant of a Dwelling or Building and 
exempt from a Sign Permit when not exceeding two 
(2) sf in area. 

Sign, Non-Illuminated: A sign that is not Illuminated 
either Directly or Indirectly. 

Sign, Official: Any Official federal, state, or local 
government traffic, directional, or informational sign 
placed by a duly authorized public official, or notice 
issued by any court, person, or officer in 
performance of a public duty; an Official historical 
marker; any sign erected by a federal, state, or local 
government agency for identification purposes at 
any office, Institutional, recreational, or other 
publicly owned or leased site. 

Sign, Projecting: A sign, which is attached to and 
projects more than twelve (12) inches from the face 
of a wall of a Building. 

Sign, Roof: A sign which is fastened to and 
supported by or on the roof of a Building or which 
extends over the roof of a Building Roof signs may 
not extend more than thirty-six (36ò) inches over or 
above the roof line or Parapet wall of a Building. 

 

Roof Signs 

Sign, Snipe:  A sign attached or otherwise applied to 
trees, utility poles, bus benches, trash receptacles, 
or any other unapproved Structures. 

Sign, Temporary: A sign intended to be removed 
when the designated time period, activity, or event 
for which the sign was installed, erected, or 
displayed has ceased. 

Sign, Window: A sign, whether temporary or 
permanent, located within a Building visible to the 
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public through a window. Signs applied, painted, or 
otherwise affixed to the outside of the window shall 
be considered Attached Signs. 

Sign Area: The area that can be enclosed or 
measured by the smallest rectangle that will 
encompass the message(s) and any background 
painted, textured or otherwise altered to provide a 
distinctive background for the message(s) contained 
on a flat sign. The entire face of a projecting or 
detached sign, excluding those posts, uprights, 
braces or other structural members that support it, 
which contain no message(s) having a cumulative 
horizontal dimension four (4) feet or less at any 
point between three (3) feet above ground level and 
the highest point of the sign. A maximum of two (2) 
support structures shall be permitted which shall not 
be included as Sign Area. Support structures in 
excess of four (4) feet in width and in excess of 
three (3) feet in height above grade shall be 
included in the overall calculation of sign surface 
area. 

  The area of a cylindrical sign shall be computed by 
multiplying its diameter by its height. For spherical, 
free-form, sculptural, and other non-planar signs, 
Sign Area shall be calculated as the sum of the area 
of the four vertical faces of the smallest cube that 
would encompass the sign. 

Calculating Sign Area 

 

Sign copy/graphics on background panel 

 

 

Sign copy mounted as individual letters/graphics 

Sign Area, Maximum Aggregate: The total display 
area of all signs permitted on a lot, premises, or 
development site. 

Sign Area, Multiple-face Sign: Where a sign has 
multiple faces and only one face may be viewed 

from a single location on a public right-of-way (i.e., 
parallel faces), the largest of these faces shall be 
considered its sign area. Where a sign includes two 
(2) or more faces that may be viewed from a single 
location, the sum of all such faces shall be 
considered its sign area. 

Sign Height: The vertical distance of a detached sign 
measured from the lowest finished grade level to the 
highest elevation of the sign. 

Significant Increase in Trip Generation: A change in 
the use of a property, including land, Structures, or 
facilities, or an expansion of the size of Structures or 
facilities, causing an increase in the trip generation 
of the property exceeding ten (10) percent (either 
peak or daily) and 100 vehicles per day more than 
the existing use for Adjacent Thoroughfares under 
local jurisdiction; or exceeding twenty-five (25) 
percent (either peak or daily) and 100 vehicles per 
day more than the existing use for all Thoroughfares 
under state jurisdiction. 

Single Family and Duplex Vacation Rental Overlay 
District: Includes all R-1 and R-2 zoned land west of 
Hwy 59 and south of Stanton Creek and/or West 2nd 
Avenue, and south of Little Lagoon west of West 7th 
Street (extending west to and including Laguna Key 
Subdivision) and all waterfront R-1 zoned properties 
which abut the north side of the Little Lagoon and 
Highway 180 (Fort Morgan Road) west of West 
Brigadoon Trail and east of the boundary of the Bon 
Secour Wildlife Refuge. The boundaries are shown 
on the official ñCity of Gulf Shores Zoning Mapò. 

Site Plan: A plan required by the City that provides 
detailed information about the layout of private land 
development and required Public Improvements 
prior to preparation of construction drawings for a 
land development that does not include subdivision 
of property that would otherwise be subject to  
preliminary plat review. 

Sleeping Unit: Any room within a Hotel, Motel or 
Condotel unit with one or more beds. 

Spacing Between Buildings: The horizontal distance 
between the closest points of two Adjacent Buildings 
not including protruding eaves, overhangs, cornices, 
moldings, balconies, porches, railings, Awnings, 
canopies, decks, gutters, downspouts, and 
mechanical equipment that extend less than two (2) 
ft from the exterior wall surface. 

Sod: Various types of grasses planted and 
maintained in a lawn condition.  

Softcape: That portion of a landscaped space 
consisting of plant materials and Mulch-type Ground 
Covers. 

Stacking Space: A space intended for the queuing of 
vehicles to a drive-thru window or other intermittent 
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stopping point, such as a fuel pump, ATM, gated 
entrance or drop box. 

Stormwater Management: A program of controls and 
measures designed to regulate the quantity and 
quality of stormwater runoff from a development 
while promoting the protection and conservation of 
ground waters and groundwater recharge. 

Story: That portion of a Building included between 
the surface of any floor and the surface of the next 
floor above it, or if there is no floor above it, the 
space between such floor and the ceiling next above 
it. When a fully enclosed private interior space, such 
as an atrium or loft, extends past intervening floors 
or balconies, each such intervening floor or balcony 
that is habitable shall count as a separate Story.  

Story, Habitable or Habitable Floor: A Story having its 
floor elevated to or above base flood elevation, as 
established by the City, regardless of the intended 
use of the Story or its floor area. For Buildings 
conforming to the City's Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance, the term "Habitable Story" does not 
include any space or area below the base flood 
elevation. If the floor level of the first "Habitable 
Story" is elevated in accordance with the City's 
Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance, the space or 
area underneath shall not be included in 
determining GFA even though it is used for 
permitted uses such as Off-street Parking or 
storage. A building lobby, building circulation, and 
one Caretaker Dwelling are not included in the term 
ñHabitable Storyò.  

Half Story: A space under a sloping roof that has the 
line of intersection of the roof and wall face not more 
than three (3) feet above the floor level and, in 
which space, the possible floor area with headroom 
of five (5) feet or less occupies at least 40 percent of 
the total floor area of the story directly beneath it. 

Street Line (or ROW Line): The edge of the Right-of-
way of a public Thoroughfare.  

Street Trees: Trees planted within the public ROW 
parallel to public Thoroughfares and intended to 
provide shade, Screening of parking lots, and 
aesthetic enhancement for street corridors.  

Structure: Includes, but is not limited to, a house, 
Building, deck, pool, parking lot, gazebo or other 
object, the whole or parts of which are arranged by 
human agency, but does not include sand fences or 
Dune Walkovers constructed for the purpose of 
Dune protection or enhancement.  

Structural Alterations: Any change, except the repair 
or replacement, in the supporting members of a 
Building, such as bearing walls, columns, beams or 
girders or the rearrangement of any interior 
partitions affecting more than five (5) percent of the 
floor area of the Building.  

Temporary Building or Structure: Portable, mobile, or 
transportable Buildings used temporarily to house 
construction or real estate sales offices, and other 
uses incidental to the use of the site. 

Thoroughfare: A facility, either public or private and 
either deeded or by easement, which provides 
access to Abutting properties and is intended for 
general circulation. A Thoroughfare includes the 
entire area between Street Lines. Thoroughfares 
shall conform to the following categories: 

Access Road: A minor Thoroughfare one side of 
which is parallel and in close proximity to a 
major Thoroughfare and the other side of which 
provides access to Abutting properties. Also 
referred to as a frontage or service road. 

Arterial: A major Thoroughfare, which primarily 
provides for inter-community travel. Refer to City 
of Gulf Shores Traffic Circulation Standards for 
listing of Arterial Thoroughfares. 

Collector: A Thoroughfare, which provides for 
inter-community travel, connecting population 
centers, and carrying large volumes of traffic at 
speeds higher than desirable for local streets. 
Refer to City of Gulf Shores Traffic Circulation 
Standards for listing of Arterial Thoroughfares. 

Cul-de-Sac: A local Thoroughfare terminating in 
a vehicular turnaround at one end. 

Local Road or Street: A minor Thoroughfare used 
primarily for access to Abutting properties. 

Tinted Glass: Any glass treated to achieve an 
industry-approved, inside-to-outside light 
transmittance value of forty-five (45) percent or less. 
Such transmittance is limited to the visible spectrum 
(400 to 700 nanometers) and is measured as the 
percentage of light that is transmitted through the 
glass. 

Trail, Multi-use: A corridor designed for one or more 
alternative forms of non-motorized transportation 
including pedestrians, joggers, skaters, and slow 
moving vehicles such as strollers, bicycles and golf 
carts.  

Tree: A large, woody plant having one or several self-
supporting stems or trunks and numerous branches, 
which may be further classified as deciduous or 
evergreen. 

Tree, Large: A tree, deciduous or evergreen, that 
at maturity may range from fifty (50) to 100 ft in 
height. Typical trees of this class include: 
Southern Magnolia, Slash Pine, Sweetgum, 
Bald Cypress, Live Oak, and Red Maple.  

Tree, Medium: A tree, deciduous or evergreen, 
that at maturity grows to a height of between 
thirty (30) to fifty (50) ft. Typical trees of this 
class include: American Holly, Drake Elm, 
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Eastern Red Cedar, Sweet Bay Magnolia, and 
River Birch.  

Tree, Small: A tree that at maturity generally 
grows to less than thirty (30) ft in height. 
Examples include: Cherry Laurel, Japanese 
Maple, Redbud, Dogwood, Loquat, Oriental 
Magnolia, and Crepe Myrtle.  

Tree, Native: Any of the following trees: oak, 
pine, tulip poplar, cypress, maple, sweet gum, 
magnolia or other trees considered indigenous 
to the area.  

Tree, Protected: Any tree that has a Caliper of at 
least 6 inches or a sand live oak, sand pine, or 
live oak of any Caliper.  

Tree, Shade: A tree planted primarily for its 
crown of foliage or overhead Canopy that 
generally grows to a maximum height of 
between twenty-five (25) and 100 ft. Unless 
otherwise specified, Palm Trees and Tree Form 
Shrubs are not considered Shade Trees for 
meeting Landscaping requirements. Palm trees 
may be allowed as specified in §12-1 
Landscaping.  

Tree Credit: A means of crediting existing trees for 
trees that would have to be planted, if existing trees 
can be saved and protected as stated in this 
Ordinance.  

Tree Form Shrubs: Any of several Shrubs commonly 
pruned into a "tree" shape. These Tree Form 
Shrubs generally do not grow to more than twenty 
(20) ft in height and include, but are not limited to: 
Ligustrum, Indian Hawthorn, Wax Myrtle, Tree 
Yaupon, and Camellia.  

Tree Removal: To relocate, cut down, poison, or by 
any other manner destroy or cause to be destroyed, 
intentionally or otherwise, a tree as defined in this 
Ordinance.  

Uniformity Ratio: Ratio of the average level of 
illumination in relation to the lowest level of 
illumination for a given area. Example: Uniformity 
Ratio = 4:1 means the lowest level of illumination (1) 
should be no less than 25% or ñ4 times lessò than 
the average (4) level of illumination for a given area. 

Uplighting: Any light source that distributes 
illumination above a horizontal plane. 

Use: Any purpose for which Buildings or other 
Structures or land may be arranged, designed, 
intended, maintained, or occupied; or any 
occupation, business, activity, or operation carried 
on or intended to be carried on in a Building or other 
Structure or on land.  

Variance: A relaxation of certain regulations 
contained in this Ordinance where such shall not be 
contrary to the public interest and where, owing to 

conditions peculiar to the property and not the result 
of the actions of the applicant, a literal enforcement 
of the Ordinance would result in unnecessary and 
undue hardship. As used in this Ordinance, a 
Variance may be authorized only for height, area, 
size of Structure, size of Yards and open spaces, 
Off-street Parking and Loading requirements, or 
height of fencing or Buffering. 

Vend or Vending: To sell, offer for sale, display, 
barter, exchange, or otherwise give products from a 
mobile vending unit. 

Vendor: A person who vends, including an employee 
or agent of a mobile vending unit. 

Viewshed Management Area: Those portions of the 
Walking Area Overlay District designated in the 
Overlay Design Guidelines as subject to design 
criteria that protect critical sight lines within the 
District.  

Walking Area Overlay District: The boundaries of the 
Walking Area Overlay District are shown on the 
official ñCity of Gulf Shores Beach Area Zoning 
Mapò. The provisions of this Ordinance applicable 
specifically to the Walking Area Overlay District shall 
apply exclusively to all Parcels of land and rights of 
way, or portions thereof, within the boundaries of the 
Walking Area Overlay District. Any Parcel of land 
that is wholly or partly within the boundary shall be 
included. 

Water Body, Major. See ñMajor Water Bodyò. 

Waterfront Setback. In reference to the Fort Morgan 
and Plash Island/Bon Secour River Overlay 
Districts, the minimum distance between any 
Building, Structure, parking lot, or other impervious 
improvement, and the Mean High Tide Line of the 
nearest water body. 

Waterway: Any body of water, including any creek, 
canal, river, lagoon, lake, pond, bay or gulf, natural 
or artificial, but not including a swimming pool or 
ornamental pool. 

Wetland: Areas that are inundated or saturated by 
surface water or groundwater at a frequency and 
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal 
circumstances does support, a prevalence of 
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil 
conditions, commonly known as hydrophytic 
vegetation; provided that lands which are 
periodically irrigated for agricultural purposes are 
not considered to be Wetlands for the purposes of 
this Ordinance. For the purposes of this Ordinance 
this definition shall be consistent with any Wetland 
regulation specifically adopted by the City of Gulf 
Shores or in lieu thereof shall be consistent with any 
State or Federal definitions regulating Wetlands. 
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Yard: Any open area, other than a court, on the same 
Lot with a Building, unoccupied and unobstructed 
from the ground upward except as otherwise 
provided in these regulations. A ñrequiredò Yard 
shall refer to a Yard the depth of which is specified 
within this Ordinance for the Applicable District. 

Yard, Front: A Yard across the full width of the 
Lot extending from the Front Building Line to the 
Front Lot Line. On ñStandard Corner Lotsò the 
Front Yard shall be considered as that Yard 
abutting the Front Lot Line. 

Yard, Gulfside: A Yard on any Lot Abutting the 
Gulf of Mexico across the full width of the Lot 
extending from the CCCL seaward to the Mean 
High Tide Line. Refer also to the ñLucido and 
Oliver Lineò. 

Yard, Rear: A Yard extending the full width of the 
Lot between the main Building and the Rear Lot 
Line on all Lots except those Abutting the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Yard, Side: A Yard between the Building and the 
corresponding Side Lot Line and extending from 
the Front Yard to the Rear Yard thereof. 

Yard, Street Side: A Yard extending across the 
side of a ñStandard Corner Lotò between the 
Front Yard and the Rear Lot Line, and between 
the Principal Building and the Street Side Lot 
Line. 

 

Yard Configurations 

Zoning Official: The Director of Community 
Development for the City of Gulf Shores or his 
authorized designee. 

Zoning Ordinance or Ordinance: Except where 
otherwise specified, the officially adopted Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores, Alabama. 

§4-2. Use Definitions. 

1) Accessory Dwelling: A supplementary Dwelling Unit 
subordinate to the Principal Structure, whether 
attached or detached. This unit may be provided for 
guests, relatives, or servants of the occupants of the 
principal Dwelling, and may include cooking, 
sleeping and sanitary facilities. See also §6-6 
Accessory Dwellings.  

Amusement and Recreational: A recreational facility 
providing family-oriented entertainment which may 
include the following: rides, games, water slides, 
wave pools, boats, performing animals, zoos, 
aviaries, botanical gardens, museums, theme 
villages, Motels, Hotels, retail shops, golf courses, 
miniature golf courses, theaters, places of 
entertainment and amusement, Restaurants, open 




























































































































































































































































































































































































